RAMS35 - 50 YEAR CELEBRATION RE-BUILD

I had been involved with Sprite’s
since my first days of driving,
after passing the driving test on
my third attempt! , I wanted a car
of my own, I found a beautiful
Healey 3000 bearing SUE on the
number plate, and as my girlfriend
at the time had that name [ was
destined to have that car.
However the insurance companies
at that time somehow having wis-
dom beyond perception? Wanted
some £1000.00 to insure the car,
as the car was some £700.00 the
risk factor was beyond my com-
prehension.

I found 222 NMB a white Mk.1
Sprite at a local car dealer, The
car price was beaten down to
£220.00 and the insurance price
was £60.00, T found both to be
reasonable for my income as an
apprentice engineer, and made the
purchase.

If I had only known how that sim-
ple decision would go on to have
such an influence on a huge period
of my life! Well enough of that.

I bashed about on car rallies and
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Keith in the pits at Silverstone after first race. I
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sand races with the Sprite and
other cars Cortinas’ etc for a while,
And then I met Dave Moore, a
regular campaigner of A30’s 35°s
and sports cars including Turner’s
and Sprite’s.

Dave proved to be an excellent
motor engineer and dedicated
enthusiast and we got along very
well becoming good friends and
remain so to this day.

I also met Brian Murphy a fishing
pal of Dave’s also a keen amateur
racer,

I went along to race meetings with
them both and helped out as pit
crew etc. But I mainly involved
myself with Car rallying, at the
time using a Lotus Cortina with
some success.

I went to assist Dave at a race
at the Silverstone Circuit; Brian
Murphy had intended to be there
however his work prevented this
so Dave and myself made the trip.
When we arrived at the circuit
Dave suggested that as he had
paid for two entries Modsports
and Special GT’s, for himself and

Brian, it would be a shame to
waste the entry fee as Brian could
not attend and I should step in and
race in Brian’s place.

I was not aware that this could
occur and was reluctant to do this,
my driving was considered to be
fairly wild and several cars had
suffered at my hands, Anyway
Dave insisted and I found myself
alongside John Gott in his Healey
3000 in the Special GT practice
session,

With him knowing Dave and Brian
John called over to me as I sat in
the car wearing Brian’s helmet,
John called out “You all right
Brian **, To which I raised my hand
to acknowledge him hoping that
further correspondence would not
be needed, He appeared satisfied
and off we went, myself being
much relieved at having not been
found out for my sin’s and having
to spend an evening at any local
establishment of correction.

I got through this session and went
on to finish 5th in class “1000cc™
and yes you guessed I got the bug

from Keith Hopwood

to race them.

I raised the money to buy 336 HLR
with the help of Dave and the use
of my rally Lotus as security, The
car had previously belonged to
The right Honorable Eric Portman
and he had entered the car for
races through out its history,

I still have this car along with
many others that have for various
reasons “stuck “?

Anyway back to RAM 35.

I had a Brabham B.T. 28, a formu-
la ford Hawke along with several
Sprite racers,

My business partner at that time
Kim Mather and [ were involved
in buying and selling interesting
cars but had been able to buy the
ex- Nikki Lauda Formula Two
Chevron from Derek Bennett who
was the Owner of the Chevron
Company, we had resourced an
engine from a friend Colin Bennett,
* No relation to Derek®, and I had
been able to encourage Bill Dixon
Of Compo motive Wheel to make
some rims for the car, Kim was
doing very well with the car and
in fact he won the 1975 Aurora F2
championship title.

I met a chap at an engineering
company, He was looking for
advice on building a Sprite engine
as he had purchased a car without
one, | was in the process of doing
the same task for one of my cars
and offered my help,

As it turned out he had been help-
ing a chap “Mark Birrell” with the
car and after a season’s racing with
Mark’s girlfriend, Allison Davies
driving the car he had sold it to his
mechanic,

The chap said that his intention
was to race the Sprite base car
until he could afford a formula
ford.

As | had an ex-Rupert Keegan
Hawke chassis no. 003, Eddie was
keen to sort out some kind of
deal, 1 had no immediate desire
to own “‘another Sprite” however
because the chap seemed so enthu-
siastic, | swapped the Hawke for
the Sprite.

!
racing Sprite and Dave Moore in the ex-Ted |
Worswick E-Type at Aintree.
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Keith in his 1130cc. Sprite leading, leading Keith Ashby in the ex-Tony
Williams 1380cc Sprite going around Woodcote at Silverstone, Keith’s s
plug lead came off no. 3 plug and he finished second to Mr. Ashby.1972. 5 SN . (S
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Keith Hopwood at Croft (circa 1970) bodywork by Omnibob lan and
Mike McRae the owners brought Fazaplas Itd. who made bodywork
for the Original Speedwell cars sub/con(gxgt@g Jor G.P. panels.

Keith HopwoodRe-furb. commences 2002 car still has 8” minilites
used by John Britten and to be re-fitted to car when restored to
standard as last used John and Peter May.

RAM 35 arrives at John Britten’s garage in 1965

I later found out that Mark had
bought the car off Peter May and
it was a car that his partner John
Britten had campaigned for years
with such good success.

I talked of this to Peter who asked
me what value | placed on the
Hawke, I replied that it was about
£2k to which Peter replied that as
Mark had paid him £470.00 for the
Sprite, I had been done.

I tried the car at the Aintree club
circuit and with an 1150cc. engine
that [ had achieved a time of one
minute and seven seconds, This
time was better by over one sec-
ond than the lap record for the
circuit and one and one half sec-
onds better than my previous best
timed lap.

I did however only use the car for
fun as | was fairly committed to
other pursuits “Sailing, Flying and

water skiing at that time and my
Business required a fair amount of
attention,

[ did in fact employ Eddie at my
business and built a “rally” car
for him, “a 2.Itr. Escort Mk2” in
which he won his first attempt at
the sport.

I decided to build the car as it was
when John Britten first received it
from Paddy Gaston in 1965.and
took the entire thing to bits and
renovate everything, the various
changes of the chassis and parts
in the car making it very apparent
that many knowledgeable racing
engineer’s had paid attention to
the construction.

I believe that the whole project has
been carried out and has achieved
an accurate and correct refurbish-
ment of the car as it was in 1966.
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Fitting body work, produced after four years work with
the great assistance of Mike McRae.

Looking goo.
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